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“Satire delights, in every sphere 
To make men laugh at what they are.” 


A Dissertation on certain traits in the American Character ; 
withan Appendix, containing a short account and a likeness 
of Mrs. TasitHa BusyBopy, the she-politician. 


WE Americans area strangely docile people. It is gene- 
rally admitted by other nations that there is but one sure way 
io knowledge, towit, industry and perseverance ; with us it is 
very different: here every thing thrives spontaneously ; a few 
lessons at most are amply adequate to the mastering of any 


art or science, however difficult. It is a matter of almost 


tiniversal credence (and a stupid blockhead is he at once 
branded, who dares to doubt it) that the French language can 
be perfectly acquired in twenty four lessons of one hour each— 
the Hebrew, in thirty—both the Latin and Greek, in about the 
same time—Writing, in a dozen sittings; and English Gram- 
mar in less than a dozen additional ones; nay more ; as tothe 
last branch, the necessity of exerting, or even possessing any 
mental strength whatever, is entirely done away by an ingeni- 
ous machive, lately invented in an auspicious moment by a 
favoured son of Apollo. All you now have to do, is to pro- 
vide yourself with one of the aforesaid contrivances—toss in 
the passage to be parsed—apply your hand to the crank—and 
out comes a whole bevy of nouns, verbs, adjectives, &c. &c. 
arranged in perfect grammatical order. Glorious invention! 
Farewell to all dull, tedious, laborious study ; farewell to the 
midnight lamp, and the pale emaciated broken-down body? 
Deluded mortals, who in ages past wore out their health and 
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spirits in pouring over the musty pages of their predecessors 4 
Vain labour ! foolish waste of time and strength! These men 
spent all the spring, and often much of the summer of life in 
storing their minds with knowledge and preparing for future 
usefulness. But happily the case is changed with us Ameri- 
cans at thisday! The old-fashioned round-about highway is 
now deserted, while multitudes skip along in the true repub- 
lican cross-cut foot-path to learning and eminence. Toa 
young man of these happy times a few months at most 
are all that are necessary for attaining a thorough and entire 
acquaintance with every knowable branch of knowledge pre- 
paratory to entering into active business or commencing one 
of the dearned professions. Having now become perfectly fa- 
miliar with every thing of the kind, that ever has been or ever 
can be known, he may truly be said to be both learnt out and 
read out. 

At this stage of life, when the American youth is yet in some 
one of the last years of his teens, another glorious and still 
more wonderful change takes place. The knowledge he has 
before acquired, though gained ever so rapidly, was yet gain- 
ed progressively ; whereas at this moment, all ofa sudden and 
all at once, in the twinkling of an eye—he is surrounded on 
every quarter, perforated and transfixed through and through, 
and illuminated inside and outside, by an overwhelming flood 
of new and precious intelligence—lo! he is now becomea 
POLITICIAN: all the intricacies and perplexities of this pro- 
found and extensive science are forthwith stript of their diffi- 
culties; and the youthful giant handles them with as much 
dexterity and as little ceremony, as a child, his wooden sword ; 
neither is he a whit behind him in chivalrous fearlessness, and 
presumptuous and comfortable self-ignorance. He attaches 
himself to one of the great political parties, with which our 
country is uniformly blessed; he then sallies forth and, by 
means of the gratuity of a disinterested friend, and without be- 
ing worth a stiver himself, he gains a deed of some small strip 
of land, with no other consideration paid down, than a promise 
to reconvey the property the next day ; in the meanwhile he pre- 
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sents himselfbefore the selectmen and, recognizing the presence 
of the great SEARCHER OF HEARTS, he deliberately and solemnly 
declares himself to be a bona-fide possessor of the Fee of real 
estate to the amount of more than one hundred dollars ; he 
then returns the aforesaid deed, and his business is done. 

Thus commencing his career with what might by some ig- 

norant or falsely scrupulous persons be thought to border on 
perjury, he dees not afterwards stick at trifles. Having alrea- 
dy swallowed the camel, he finds no difficulty in disposing of 
the gnats, that chance to fall in his way: he walks abroad in 
all the majesty and dignity of one, who rightfully possesses and 
of right exercises the elective franchise ina free and enlighten- 
ed republick. Having in the onset completely stifled the 
cries of an accusing conscience, he now proceeds without 
compunction to traduce, in conversation and (if he writes a 
legible hand and can put a dozen sentences decently together) 
in print, every body and any body, that is in the opposite 
ranks, or happens to be indifferent or even moderate on the 
great subject so near tohis heart. No matter how wise, or 
good, or how unexceptionable in conduct; his character is 
torn in sunder without mercy and without decency. 

There are two or three general remarks, that usually hold — 
true in application to these rising gentry: First, the noise and 
blustering and obstreperousness of such a character is always 
proportioned to his ignorance. Secondly; all his movements 
—all his fear and hopes and joys—result (if you believe his 
professions) wholly from a patriotic regard to the public wel- 
fare—from pure disinterested love to de peop.* Thirdly ; if 
a book or paper is ever taken up by him;; it is not for the sake 
of gaining correct views on politicks, as a science, but for the 
purpose of finding what is capable of being twisted and _per- 
verted so as to support and benefit his party. 

We have often been struck, when reading in his native tongue 
our much yalued author Leuwenbergius (an author, by the way, 
who has discussed with matchless ability almost every topick, 


* “ Shew me”’—said a distinguished French emigrant— shew me one man 
dat say he dove de peop, and me shew you one great rogue,” 
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and whose works we have the happiness and honour to possess 
entire ina number of folios—being the only copy now extant) 
~—we have often been struck, we say, with the remarks on this 
subject. His veracity, gentle reader we have the confidence to 
believe you will not venture to question and for the defects of 
our translation we humbly crave pardon ; for we are duly sensi- 
ble that it falls far short of the life and vigour of the original. 
But such as it is, you shall have it. Now our author affirm- 
eth that on the continent the science of politicks is deemed one 
oi the grandest and most comprehensive, that can engross the 
mind of man—immeasurable in its extent, and fathomless in 
its depth. All confess that talents of a high and peculiar 
stamp are indispensably necessary in order to make any thing 
of a proficient therein. —“* And who”?—exclaims our author, 
in his own original, honest and forcible way—“ who should 
have greater talents and greater acquirements, than he who 
weighs in the balance the claims of contending empires—who 
legislates for millions now on the stage and millions of millions 
yet unborn. Well does it become the young here to remem- 
ber their want of experience, and the ignorant their want of 
knowledge.”—Accordingly it is elsewhere observed, that as 
politicks is admitted to be a great anda distinct science ; ma- 
ny men in that country devote their entire lives to it, as acall- 
ing and a profession, to be even tolerably understood, only 
after years of laborious and persevering study—of close and 
extensive and discriminating observation. However well 
therefore a man may be acquainted with other subjects, or 
however eminent he may be in his own particular profession 
or occupation; heis not of course well versed in this subject. 
However great a divine, or /awyer, or merchant, or mechan- 
ick; he is not necessarily, nor probably, equally great as a 
politician. Indeed the fair presumption. is that he is ignorant 
of this subject, in proportion as he has directed his attention 
exclusively to other subjects.—Thus reasoneth thy sage—the 
profound Leuwenbergius. 

However, these Dutchmen area slow, plodding, snail-like 
people (as our countrymen often shrewdly observe,) and con- 
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sequently require a mental discipline entirely different from 
that suited to a nation which, by an inherent and na- 
tive vigour, glides with a rapidity and soars to an elevation, 
emblematically designated by the Eacte so happily appro- 
priated, for this very purpose probably, to be the character- 
istick standard of this wonderful and wonder-accomplishing 
republick. 


We abstained from observing before, in order to have the 
pleasure of doing it here, that this strange aptitude for politi- 
cal discussions is not confined to the gentlemen in our favoured 
land: the ladies are blessed with it in an equal degree, al- 
though untoward circumstances sometimes operate unfavoura- 
bly to its complete disclosure in all its luxuriance and vigour. 
There are instances however, where native genius surmounts 
every difficulty, and shakes off every obstacle “ like dew- 
drops from the lion’s mane.” 

One such instance, we have the satisfaction to inform you, 
is found in Mrs. Tazsitua Busysopy, the she-politician, of 
whom we venture to say a few words. 

First and foremost then ; our heroine is a great stickler for 
the rights of women, especially for their political rights. 
With mingled emotions of pleasure and pity, I have listened 
to many a long lockram argument of hers, tending to shew 
that the administration of publick affairs in justice belongs to 
the women. Among the reasons which she is wont to urge, 
there are some that are really pretty difficult to be resisted, 
andmay truly be said to be of the knock-downkind. For exam- 
ple; it is clear, she insists, that ladies should have the prefe- 
rence in legislation, since they can say more in less time, and 
therefore would bring less expense upon their constituents. 
Further; they would make better diplomatists, since they are 
naturally possessed of greater art and cunning, and are more 
given tointriguing. Again; their excellence and ease in epis- 
tolary compositions, give them peculiar qualifications for pen- 
ning despatches. But the argument, she most frequently and 
fearlessly urges in the absence of her husband is this: women 
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do even now really manage publick affairs, and may as well 
have the credit of it, for many of them in most respects govern 
their husbands, who have the controul of political matters only 
ostensibly. 

All the aforesaid considerations, and a multitude of others, 
Mrs. Busybody urges with extraordinary violence and posi- 
tiveness of manner and language, accompanied by a pettish- 
ness and surliness of look rarely equalled, the general expres- 
sion of the countenance being at the’same time such as not to 
give the by-stander a very favourable idea of the exuberance 
of her charity towards the unhappy wight who is so unfortu- 
nate as to differ in sentiment from her own dear self. She is 
sometimes however put into a somewhat ludicrous situation by 
such of her opponents as are aware of lier peculiar iritability of 
disposition. Their first effort when they find her rather warm- 


ly engaged is to worry hera little, that her temper may be- 


come ruffled, which is always accomplished in a few moments. 
Then .after spluttering and stammering a while, she is com- 
pletely unable to proceed ; and her waggish opponent makes 
offin triumph, convuisgd with laughter. 

Mrs. Busybody, as is usually the case with such personages, 
is so taken up by public matters, that she is entirely unable to 
attend to the concerns of her family, even to her own clothes 
—to say nothing of those of her husband and children. This 
readily accounts for the general slovenliness of her dress, par- 
ticularly of her stockings, the usual appearance of which for- 
cibly reminds one of the consequences of neglecting that home- 


ly proverb, a stich in time saves nine. 
“ Her toes perchance are out her shoe, 
Yet she’s a patriot through and through ; 
Her lungs can for her party roaet 
As loud as twenty men or more.” 


So extensive is her interest in political affairs that the 
concerns of little Connecticut are insufficient to occu- 
py her voracious Charybdian attention. She is ina con- 
stant worry about the measures of neighbouring governments. 
Her mind has been much occupied and harassed during the 
lastspring by the election campaign in New-York. I shall 
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never forget her mortifying predicament a short time since ¢ 
After a long period of the most agonizing suspense about the 
success of the aforesaid election—her spirits having already 
been several times alternately elevated and depressed by con- 
tradictory accounts as to its result—she had just discovered 
a newspaper, that gave the first certain intelligence on the 
subject. The paper and a pinch of snuff in her left hand, 
with her right she snatched up the candle, threw herself into 
the nearest chair, and her’eyes were instantaneously fixed on 
the interesting paragraph :—her attention is riveted—her mind 
completely absorbed—when behold! volumes of smoke and 


flame burst forth from her rich but tarnished head-dress— 
Lambit famma comas et circum tempora pascitur— 
The fire attacks her greasy cap and curls 
And reund her pate in smoky eddies whir!s— 
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Away she scampered—down went the paper, snuff, candle, 
curls, andall; and the poor woman came well nigh being 
burnt to death, and actually would have been burnt to death, 
had it not been for a friendly pail of water standing hard by, 
which was ina twinkling emptied upon her head.— 

This unlucky event has already considerably cooled her 


political ardour, and will probably, as is sincerely to be hop- 


ed, be of permanent benefit to her. 

Gentle reader! if you are a single man; would you be wil- 
ling to marry such a woman ? If you are married; do you 
desire your partner to possess a character like ‘this ? I antici- 
pate your reply: Then my fair readers, both married and 
single! let me intreat you to beware of the ugly bewitching 
subject of politicks ; and whenever you feel the least tenden- 
cy that way, remember, I pray you, Mrs. Tasrtua Busyso- 
py, the she-politician. 

It was our intention to sketch, by way of contrast, the char- 
acter of Mrs. Tidy, the good housewife, who discharges with 
dignified ability, the duties appropriate to her station ; but our 
limits will not permit. We shall therefore conclude, by sol- 
emnly averring that what we have said is meant for no indi- 
vidual, or individuals in particular; but for all politicians in 
general, male and female. Consequently, if any appropriate 
it tothemselves ; it is their doings—not ours. 


et 


THE EYE-LID. 


Soft velvet lid, that shades the living spring 
Where flows the stream of sensibility— 

Where meek-ey’d loves in gentle ambush lie 

And graces flutter round on glittering wing! 

Why o’er that sparkling fount thy curtain fling °-— 
Why hide the lustre of that ebon eye, 

While. Sylphs on filmy pinions hover nigh 

And fairies trip around in frolic ring. 
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*.* Timothy Steadfast shall have a place. 


Pcter Keen shall appear as soon as our present engagements are diScharged. 
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VERUS. 


I. Tux Micrescorr shall be issued twice a week; on Tuesday and Fri- 
day mornings. 


II. It shal] be printed on good paper, and each number shall consist of 8 oc- 
tavo pages, of original matter. 


III. The price of each number shall be four cents. Subscribers to pay quar- 
terly, and may discontinue the paper at the close of a quarter. 


*,* Twenty-five numbers to constitute a quarter. 
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